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The Cambridge Encyclopoedia of the Mid&le East and North Africa. World
Almanac and Book of Facts 1991. Cambridge University Press, 1991.

Ve il AgaaY A il
FU, Chao-Ching. Critical Regionalism in Architecture — A Review of its

Development. Edinburgh Architecture Research Vol 17, 1990 pp. 7-27. Edingburgh
University.

FATHY, Hassan. Architecture for the Poor. University of Chicago Press 1973.
{published originally a Gourna — A Tale of Two Villages. Ministry of Culture, Cairo,
1969.
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STEELE, James McLeod The Lessons of Dar Al-Islam. Sixth Intemational Conference

on the Conservation of Earthen Architecture. Las Cruces. New Mexico. U.S.A. October
14-19, 1990 pp. 126-130.

The mosque being proposed... was the result of thousands of years of

evolution in a certain environment and culture, and had its own justification

as p spiritual and ceremonial building, but that «most of us here are not

concerned with ceremonial buildings but with the places people live in, as

well as the whole question of solving the problem of redeveloping the village
economy as its architecture».

: Q_L.a\ﬂ ailly .@)A\ i
The American masons were unable to continute the example of their Nubian
instructors, and structural revisionism slowly began to creep into the
construction process. Expensive plywood templates, which still litter the site,
were soon substituted for the parablic curves that the Nubians produced, and
had to be used to form all future arches and springing lines of vanlts.

The final result of the initial faillures that occurred seems to have been a basic
distruct of the traditional system proposed by Hassan Fathy and successfully
used by him in numerous major projects in Egypt. This distruct is especially
evident today in the full lining of laminated plywood used as shuttering to
permanently support the long barrel vaults covering the kitchen and dining area
at the end of the village centre, as well as in the stell reinforcing bars that project
out of unfinished adobe walls, and in the concreteslabs, corner columns, and

lintel beams that reduce the final high tech mud brick infill to a symbolic remnant
of its former self.

The Aerican masons were unable to continue the example of their Nubian
instructors, and structural revisionism slowly began to creep into the
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construction process. Expensive plywood templates, which still litter the site,
were soon substituted for the parabolic curves that the Nubians produced, and
had to be used to form all future arches and springing.
: QJ..A\.“ ailly .c_f.)d\ s
To be fair, many of the alterations made, such as the concerte floor slabs, corner posts
and ring beams were required by New Mexico’s building code which, while permitting
adobe construction, converts it into some thing quite different from its traditional
counterpart.
NORBERG-SCHULZ, Christian, Genius Loci. Academy Editions. London 1980.
FATHY, Hassen. What is a City? delivered in Al-Azhar University, Cairo 1967.
Published in STEELE, J. Hassan Fathy. Architectural Monograph No. 13. Academy
Editions London, 1988. .
: QJ..a\J\ ailly
— To what degree of clarity does he perceive the concept of beauty, and how
much is the evolution of the concept entangled in his mind with foreign
influences?
— Is he a true Arab, of has he been greatly influenced by his academic studies
and by what he has read in textbooks and trade journals?
: QJ..a\Ji ailly .C_))Aj\ gy
Architectural planning is a significant art, which will not reach full capacity unless the
artist himself is capable of interpretation after he has mastered the basic engineering skills.
It is like a musician who has to pass through the rigours of thechnique into interpretation
in order to be regarded as an artist.
To make our point more clearly, imagine the example of a fiim shot in four scenes in a
public square in the middle of Vienna. with the camera showing peoples’ legs only up to
the kness.

Scene 1 The square filled with heavy trafic, any day the week. We see feet going here
and there in chaos.

Scene 2 The same scene with a military band playing a march in one cadence. We find
that the feet then follow the music, and only then do we get rhythm.

Scene 3 The same scene with the band playing a Strauss Waitz. We see two men’s feet
and two women's feet, and the couple moving togetherina 1, 2, 3, rhythm with
a little variation in the swing. Here we get a pattern, but we are still far away
from art even thought the couple may dance well.

Scene 4 The same scene, but this time the band is playing a Chopin Waltz, with two
ballet dancers interpreting it. Here we get rhythm, and pattern, as well as a

novel statement by Chopin expressed through his music and by the dancers.
The same thing happens in architectural plans, where there are some projects that have
rhythm only, others that have rhythm and pattern and some whith have rhythm, pattern
and interpretation integrated into the architectural forms.
HINES, Thomas. Richard Neutra and the Search for Modern Architecture ford
University Press. 1982.
D all allly
He indeed... participated fully in the cultish Viennese worship of heroes.

: QJ..a\J\ ailly -@)45‘ it
| made up my mind that | would have to see it with my own eyes, no one in Europe was
doing anything like it... This miracle man instilled in me the conviction that, no matter
what, | would have to go to the places wher he wlaked and worked.
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